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Platforms & Tools - Data Sources



Platforms & Tools – Current State

Application Capabilities
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BEX Web Analyser N Y Y Y N N N S Y

BEX Analyzer (Excel Ad-in) N Y Y Y N N N S Y

BEX Report Designer Y Y N Y N N N S Y

BEX Web Application Designer Y N N Y Y Y N S Y

SBOP - WEBI Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y

SBOP- Crystal Y N N L L L N M N

SBOP – Xcelcius / Dashboard Designer N Y Y N Y Y Y M N

SBOP – Analysis for Office N Y Y Y N Y N S Y

SBOP – Analysis for OLAP N Y Y Y N Y N M Y

SBOP - Design Studio L Y Y Y Y Y Y M N

Predictive Analytics N Y Y Y Y ? L M Y

Lumira L Y Y Y Y Y Y M Y

SAP Fiori L N N L Y N Y S N

Meets Capability

Does Meet Capability

Limited Capability



Platforms & Tools – Future State

Application Capabilities
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SBOP - WEBI Y Y Y Y N Y N Y Y

SBOP - Crystal Y N N L L L N M N

SBOP - Design Studio L Y Y Y Y Y Y M N

SBOP - Analysis for Office N Y Y Y N Y N S Y

Predictive Analytics N Y Y Y Y N L M Y

Lumira L Y Y Y Y Y Y M Y

SAP Fiori L N N L Y N Y S N

Note: Query Designer is not a front-end tool. It is simply used for modelling data for 
reporting use. It is being replaced by Eclipse based Query Designer for BW.

Meets Capability

Does Meet Capability

Limited Capability



Platforms & Tools - Data Source 

Capability

Environment Tools

BW on Traditional Database BEX, Crystal, Webi, Lumira, Fiori, Predictive

BW on HANA Appliance Crystal, Webi, Lumira, Analysis for Office, Design Studio, Fiori, Predictive, Workspaces

Native HANA Crystal, Webi, Lumira, Analysis for Office, Design Studio, Fiori, Predictive, Workspaces

SAP ECC/S4 HANA Crystal, Webi, Lumira, Fiori, Predictive

Non-SAP Crystal, Webi, Lumira, Analysis for Office, Design Studio, Predictive



Platform - Deployment Options

Deployment Option Pro’s Con’s

Public Cloud (Any DB) - Easily Scalable
- Possibly lower TCO
- Options for SaaS cost model

- No control over data centre availability and 
pre-defined maintenance schedule

- Possible Network Latency issues

Partner Private Cloud (Any DB) - Easily Scalable
- Possibly lower TCO
- Options for SaaS cost model
- Full control over data centre availability 

and maintenance schedule

- Possible Network Latency issues

On Premise (Any DB) - Full control over maintenance outages
- Minimal Latency

- Lower short term scalability
- Support and Maintenance is Customer 

responsibility

Multi Tenant (SAP HANA) - Maximises value from HANA appliance
- Provides full real time reporting capabilities
- Single DB to maintain
- Full control over maintenance outages
- Minimal Latency

- Requires large HANA appliance with related 
data volume licencing costs

- ERP must be migrated into HANA DB so S4
- Support and Maintenance is Customer 

responsibility
- Lower short term scalability

SAP HANA (Sidecar) - Quick and relatively low risk to implement
- Releases HANA performance benefits for BI 

and allows acceleration of selected ECC
ABAP operational reporting

- Provides real time reporting capabilities 
through the use of SAP SLT Functionality

- May require subsequent migration of BW to 
Multi Tenant landscape when ECC migrates 
to HANA

- Support and Maintenance is Customer 
responsibility

- Lower short term scalability
- Requires SAP HANA licencing



Different User Needs



Capability - Agile Visualization

Discover. Predict. Create. 



Capability - Dashboards and Apps

Note: Design studio is recommended for HANA and BW customers currently using WAD 



Capability - Reporting



Different User Needs



Our Recommendation

Follow a formal process to identify the correct tool for your needs and take into account 
the following key factors:

• You need to consider who your users are
• Your strategy should start with your business user needs and not with EDW

requirements
• Aim to drive consistency in the look and feel of the tools to ensure user adoption and 

ultimately a simpler architecture
• Business Objects - Design Studio and Lumira meet most needs
• Design Studio also has a NetWeaver version for BW
• WEBI is a good tool for formatted portal delivered reporting
• Only consider Fiori for reporting if it is also going to be used for other purposes
• Use BW Workspaces to combine external data via self-service with your existing BW 

data sets 



Q&A


